IV
PLANTAGENET
HENRY II, THE FIRST PLANTAGENET
The Aaglo-French Realm of the West The coming to
the throne of Henry Plantagenet at the age of twenty-one,
with presumably a long reign before him and such vast posses-
sions concentrated in his single control, was a moment which
might have seen the foundation of a new Western Empire in
Christendom.
In his long reign Henry only just failed to achieve that
object; and the memory of it continued to affect the English
monarchy throughout the Middle Ages. The kings of England
were perpetually trying to recover that dominating position over
the West which Henry Plantagenet had held: their effort filled
the Middle Ages and all the English story for three hundred years.
It must be remembered that by this time—1154—all the
deciding, governing part of England was French-speaking. The
influence of the Northern French families and their speech had
greatly increased; it was now nearly a century since the Con-
quest—the oldest men living could not remember the days before
Hastings, and though, of course, the great majority of people
living in England spoke various dialects of what is generally
termed Anglo-Saxon, yet the old official Saxon language spoken
at the English court at Winchester before Edward the Confessor
had lost its position, and the whole of the governing class, the
officials, and the great mass of those below them, in increasing
numbers, were using Northern French as their only tongue.
The position was coming to be something like what we have in
Wales to-day, where the Welsh language is the language of most
of the people, but the wealthier classes are English-speaking, and
English is the general tongue of the civilization to which Wales
belongs. And there were in the England of that day, just as
there are now in the Wales of to-day, a very large number of
people who were bilingual, who could speak the tongue of the
governing classes—lawyers, armed men, squires, great barons,
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